
PR
ES

S 
R

EL
EA

SE
 

 

 

 
CERN lays first stone of Science Gateway   

.•   CE R N  today  held a f irs t s tone ceremony  as  the next s tep in the creation 
of  the Science G atew ay  w hich w as  f irs t unveiled in 20 19  in Genev a 

•   T he ambitious  and innov ativ e Science Gatew ay  project is  expected to raise 
aw arenes s , curios ity  and love for s cience in every  dimens ion in the 
greates t number of  people pos s ible  

•   T he project w ill be funded through external donations , w ith the leading 
contribution coming f rom the F CA  F oundation, now  cooperating w ith 
Stellantis   

•   Scheduled to open in 20 23, the Science G atew ay  w ill be hos ted in a new , 
iconic and carbon neutral building, des igned by  w orld- renow ned 
architects  R enzo P iano B uilding W orks hop  

 

A ms terdam, 21 June 20 21 -  CE R N  today , held a f irs t s tone ceremony , as  the 
next s tep in the creation of  the  Science G atew ay , a new  hub for scientif ic 
education and culture, w hich w as  f irs t unveiled in 20 19  in Geneva w ith the 
s upport of  the F CA  F oundation (the charitable arm of  Stellantis ) .                  

F abiola G ianotti, CE R N ’s  D irector- General, John E lkann, Chairman of  Stellantis  
and the F CA  F oundation, the main donor, R enzo P iano, architect and founder 
of  R enzo P iano B uilding W orks hop, and A ntonio H odgers , representing the 
G enev a Canton, w ere pres ent to mark  the succes s ful s tart of  its  cons truction. 
U rs ula B as s ler, P res ident of  the CE R N  Council, contributed to the ceremony  
remotely .  R epresentativ es  f rom CE R N  M ember and A s sociate M ember States , 
H os t States  and many  other partners  w ere also in attendance at the ceremony .  

“I w ould like to express  my  deepes t gratitude to the many  partners  in our 
M ember and A s sociate M ember States  and bey ond w ho are making the CE R N  
Science G atew ay  poss ible, in particular to our generous  donors . T he 
challenging times  w e’v e been through ov er the pas t 18  months  have 
demons trated the enduring v alue and the neces s ity  of  s cience and the need 
for cooperation across  borders . Science brings  people together and s how s 
w hat humanity  can achiev e w hen w e put our dif ferences  as ide and focus  on 
the common good. Science giv es  hope and trus t in a better future. W e w ant 
the CE R N  Science G atew ay  to inspire all those w ho come to v is it w ith the 
beauty  and the v alues  of  s cience,” said CE R N  D irector- General F abiola Gianotti 
during her opening s peech. 
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W ith a footprint of  7,0 0 0  s quare meters , the iconic Science G atew ay  building 
w ill of fer a v ariety  of  spaces  and activ ities , f rom  exhibitions  explaining the 
s ecrets  of  nature, to the very  small (elementary  particles ), as  w ell as  to the 
v ery  large (the s tructure and ev olution of  the univ ers e). T he exhibitions  w ill 
also feature CE R N 's  accelerators , experiments  and computing, how  s cientis ts  
use them in their exploration and how  CE R N  technologies  benefit s ociety . 
H ands - on experimentation w ill be a key  ingredient in the Science G atew ay 's  
educational program, allow ing v is itors  to experience f irs t- hand w hat it is  like 
to be a s cientis t. T he immers iv e activ ities  available in the Science G atew ay  w ill 
fos ter critical thinking, evidence- based ass es sment and use of  the scientif ic 
method, important tools  in all w alks  of  life. 

T he project w ill be funded through external donations , w ith the leading 
contribution coming f rom Stellantis  through its  F CA  F oundation.  

“A t Stellantis  w e s trongly  believe in the importance of  education, w ith an 

emphas is  in the f ields  of  s cience and technology .” s aid John E lkann, Chairman 

of  Stellantis  and the F CA  F oundation. “Supporting ST E M  education has  

prov en to be the mos t ef fective w ay  to keep our societies  open and s afe as  

w e have learned this  las t y ear by  overcoming the Cov id- 19  cris is .” 

     

“A mong the many  education initiatives  w e are promoting in our communities , 

w e’re honored to be s upporting the ambitious  and innov ativ e Science 

G atew ay  project that is  expected to raise aw arenes s , curios ity  and love for 

s cience in every  dimens ion in the greates t number of  people poss ible, f rom our 

children to our elderly . W e are v ery  proud of  our as s ociation w ith CE R N  w ith 

w hom w e s hare s imilar v alues  and optimism about the future” E lkann 

added. “T his  commitment in such a s timulating s etting is  also a w ay  for us  to 

honor the memory  of  Sergio M archionne, w ith his  multifaceted intellectual 

curios ity  and his  pas s ion for phy s ics , w ith its  rigorous  and ev idence based 

methods  and y et alw ay s  open and creative.” 

 

A s  part of  the educational portfolio of  the Science G atew ay , CE R N  

and Stellantis  through the F CA  F oundation w ill develop, w ith the adv ice of  the 

F ondazione A gnelli, a  project of  education in inquiry - based phy s ics  dedicated 

to Italian middle s chools . 
  

Scheduled to open in 20 23, the Science G atew ay  w ill be hos ted in a new , iconic 
and carbon neutral building, des igned by  w orld- renow ned architects  R enzo 
P iano B uilding W orks hop, on CE R N 's  M ey rin s ite adjacent to other iconic 
buildings , the Globe of  Science and Innovation.  

 “It  is  w ith joy  and pride that w e are launching today  this  ambitious  project 
w here, thanks  to the collaboration of  dif ferent s k ills , nationalities  and 
languages , w e w ill build a place of  exchange and know ledge. A  bridge, forev er 
bridges ! A  glas s  bridge, w hich links  the dif ferent themes  and parts  of  Science 
G atew ay  w hile als o allow ing a phy s ical encounter betw een researchers  and 
children, v is itors  and phy s icis ts , touris ts  and scientis ts , all driven by  curios ity  
and the thirs t for know ledge,” s aid R enzo P iano, the internationally  renow ned 
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architect, w hos e notable buildings  include the Zentrum P aul K lee in B ern, the 
P ompidou Centre in P aris , and the Shard in L ondon. 

A n exhibition on the E s planade des  P articules  details  the project and its  
connection to CE R N .  

 

About CERN   

CERN, the European Organization for Nuclear Research, is one of the world's 
leading laboratories for particle physics. The Organization is located on the 
French - Swiss border, with its headquarters in Geneva. Its Member States are: 
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, 
Germany, Greece, Hu ngary, Israel, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, 
Portugal, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the 
United Kingdom. Cyprus, Estonia and Slovenia are Associate Member States in 
the pre - stage to Membership. Croatia, India, Lithuania, P akistan, Turkey and 
Ukraine are Associate Member States. The European Union, Japan, JINR, the 
Russian Federation, UNESCO and the United States of America currently have 
Observer status.  

 

 About FCA Foundation  

The FCA Foundation, the charitable arm of Stel lantis, supports charitable 
organizations and initiatives that help empower people, build strong, resilient 
communities and generate meaningful and measurable societal impacts 
particularly in the field of education.  

  

About Stellantis  

Stellantis  is one of the world’s leading automakers and a mobility provider, 
guided by a clear vision: to offer freedom of movement with distinctive, 
affordable and reliable mobility solutions.   In addition to the Group’s rich 
heritage and broad geographic presence,  its greatest strengths lie in its 
sustainable performance, depth of experience and the wide - ranging talents of 
employees working around the globe. Stellantis will leverage its broad and 
iconic brand portfolio, which was founded by visionaries who infused the 
marques with passion and a competitive spirit that speaks to employees and 
customers alike. Stellantis aspires to become the greatest, not the biggest 
while creating added value for all stakeholders as well as the communities in 
which it operates.   

 

Ab out RPBW        

The Renzo Piano Building Workshop (RPBW) was established in 1981 by 
Renzo Piano with offices in Genoa, Italy and Paris, France.  

RPBW is led by 8 partners, including founder and Pritzker Prize laureate, 
architect Renzo Piano.  
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T he practice permanently  employ s  about 110  architects  together w ith a further 
30  s upport s taf f  including 3D  visualization artis ts , model makers , archivers , 
adminis trative and s ecretarial s taf f . 

O ur s taf f  has  a w ide experience of  w orking in multi- dis ciplinary  teams  on 
building projects  in F rance, Italy  and abroad. 

A s  architects , w e are inv olved in the projects  f rom s tart to f inis h. W e usually  
prov ide full architectural des ign s erv ices  and consultancy  s erv ices  during the 
cons truction phase. O ur des ign s kills  extend bey ond mere architectural 
s ervices . O ur w ork also includes  interior des ign s erv ices , tow n planning and 
urban des ign s ervices , lands cape des ign s erv ices  and exhibition des ign 
s ervices . 

R P B W  has  succes s fully  undertaken and completed over 14 0  projects  around 
the w orld. 

Currently , among the main projects  in progres s  are the P addington Square in 
L ondon; G E S- 2 arts  centre in M os cow ; the CE R N  Science G atew ay  B uilding in 
G enev a and the T oronto Courthouse. 

M ajor projects  already  completed include: the Centre G eorges  P ompidou in 
P aris ; the M enil Collection in H ous ton, T exas ; the K anak Cultural Center in 
N ouméa, N ew  Caledonia; the K ans aï International A irport T erminal B uilding in 
O s aka; the B ey eler F oundation M useum in B as el; the recons truction of  the 
P otsdamer P latz area in B erlin; the R ome A uditorium; the N ew  Y ork  T imes  
B uilding in N ew  York ; the California A cademy  of  Sciences  in San F rancis co; the 
Chicago A rt Ins titute expansion in Chicago, Illinois ; T he Shard in L ondon; 
Columbia U nivers ity ’s  M anhattanville dev elopment project in N ew  York  City ; 
the H arv ard museums in Cambridge, M as sachusetts ; the Intes a Sanpaolo 
of f ice building in T urin, Italy ; the K imbell A rt M useum expans ion in T exas ; the 
W hitney  M useum of  A merican A rt in N ew  Y ork ; the V alletta City  G ate in M alta; 
the Stav ros  N iarchos  Cultural Center in A thens ; the Centro B otín in Santander; 
the N ew  P aris  Courthouse; the A cademy  M useum of  M otion P ictures  in L os  
A ngeles  and others  throughout the w orld. 

E xhibitions  of  R enzo P iano and R P B W ’s  w orks  have been held in many  cities  
w orldw ide, including at the R oy al A cademy  of  A rts  in L ondon in 20 18 . 

 

T he Science G atew ay  inv olves  R enzo P iano B uilding W orkshop, architects , in 
collaboration w ith B rodbeck R oulet A rchitectes  A s s ociés  (Genev a) 

D es ign team: A .B elvedere, L .P iazza (partner and as sociate in charge) 

Consultants : A rup / E D M S (s tructure); T ranss olar (sus tainability ); SR G (M E P ); 
M üller B B M  (acous tics ); E mmer P fenninger (façades ); Changement à vue (A /V , 
heater equipment); A rup (lighting); Charpente Concept (f ire prevention); 
A telier D es combes  R ampini ( lands caping) 

 About Fondazione Agnelli  

The Fondazione Agnelli is an independent, non -profit research organization in 
the fields of human and social sciences, established in 1966 and named after 
founder of Fiat, the Senator G iovanni Agnelli. Its mission is "to further 
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unders tanding of  change in contemporary  society  in Italy  and in E urope". S ince 
20 0 8  the F ondazione's  focus  is  on education, as  a pow erful lever for an 
indiv idual's  fulf ilment, an important channel of  s ocial mobility , and a key  factor 
for a country 's  economic grow th and social cohes ivenes s . It  runs  w ide- ranging 
s tudies  to improve the Italian education sy s tem, w orks  w ith s chools  to renew  
the teaching methodologies , and helps  families  in the s chool choice. 
https ://w w w .fondazioneagnelli.it/en/ 

 

@ Stellantis  Stellantis  Stellantis  Stellantis  

 

For more information , contact:  

 

Gioia  CARAMELLINO    + 39 360 104 00 39 gioia.caramellino@stellantis.com  

Manuela  BATTEZZATO  + 39 335 631 97 35 manuela.battezzato@stellantis.com  

www.stellantis.com  

CERN   

Anais  RASSAT   +41 22 767 41 01 , +41 22 767 21 41 anais.rassat@cern.ch  

 

 

https://www.fondazioneagnelli.it/en/
https://twitter.com/stellantis
https://www.facebook.com/Stellantis
https://www.linkedin.com/company/Stellantis
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKgSLvI1SYKOTpEToycAz7Q
http://www.stellantis.com/

